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InstitutionsInstitutions involvedinvolved

�� MinistryMinistry of of TourismTourism and Diaspora Relationsand Diaspora Relations

�� National National CommissionCommission onon Culture (Culture (NCCNCC))

�� Ghana Museums and Ghana Museums and MonumentsMonuments Board (Board (GMMBGMMB))

�� Public Records and Public Records and ArchivesArchives AdministrationAdministration
DepartmentDepartment ((PRAADPRAAD))

�� UniversityUniversity of Ghana at of Ghana at LegonLegon ((UGUG))

�� KwameKwame NkrumahNkrumah UniversityUniversity of of ScienceScience and and 
TechnologyTechnology, , KumasiKumasi (KNUST)(KNUST)

�� UNESCO Cluster Office in AccraUNESCO Cluster Office in Accra

�� Royal Royal NetherlandsNetherlands EmbassyEmbassy at Accraat Accra

�� UniversityUniversity of Groningenof Groningen



Paper Paper HeritageHeritage

�� Public Records: Public Records: 
–– AlmostAlmost allall materialsmaterials in the in the NetherlandsNetherlands –– Nationaal Nationaal 
Archief Archief in the in the HagueHague

–– AlmostAlmost allall materialsmaterials in Dutchin Dutch

–– ProblemsProblems: : accessibilityaccessibility

–– SolutionSolution: proper research : proper research guideguide ((beingbeing preparedprepared); ); 
projectsprojects onon digitizationdigitization, etc., etc.

�� FurleyFurley CollectionCollection::
–– Dutch public Dutch public archivalarchival materialsmaterials in in BalmeBalme LibraryLibrary, , 
UniversityUniversity of Ghana; of Ghana; usefuluseful notesnotes fromfrom Dutch Dutch archivesarchives; ; 
notnot complete.complete.

�� Private Records:Private Records:
–– ArchivesArchives and and photophoto’’ss withwith GhanaianGhanaian families of Dutch families of Dutch 
descentdescent



MonumentsMonuments andand
ArchaeologicalArchaeological sites 1sites 1

�� FortsForts and castlesand castles

–– Most important Most important expressionexpression of of GhanaGhana--

NetherlandsNetherlands mutualmutual culturalcultural heritageheritage

–– UNESCO World UNESCO World HeritageHeritage

–– RemembranceRemembrance of of AtlanticAtlantic slaveslave--tradetrade (esp. (esp. 

CastleCastle St. George St. George dd’’ElminaElmina))

–– TouristTourist attractionsattractions

–– ConservationConservation withwith GMMBGMMB; ; manymany projectsprojects forfor

conservationconservation and and developmentdevelopment supportedsupported byby

foreignforeign fundingfunding



MonumentsMonuments andand
ArchaeologicalArchaeological sites 2sites 2

��OtherOther monumentsmonuments

–– Private Private monumentalmonumental buildings buildings fromfrom

Dutch Dutch periodperiod ((mainlymainly Elmina and Accra)Elmina and Accra)

–– PosubansPosubans, , oror postsposts of the traditional of the traditional 

Asafo military Asafo military companiescompanies

––Dutch Dutch cemeterycemetery and and otherother Dutch Dutch 

remnantsremnants in Elminain Elmina

–– StreetscapesStreetscapes and and townscapestownscapes in in fullfull, , 

developeddeveloped in Dutch in Dutch periodperiod



MonumentsMonuments andand
ArchaeologicalArchaeological sites 3sites 3

�� ProjectsProjects
–– ContextualContextual approachapproach toto heritageheritage

–– Elmina Elmina CulturalCultural HeritageHeritage and and ManagmentManagment
ProgrammeProgramme

–– Old Accra Old Accra IntegratedIntegrated FrameworkFramework

–– Part Part projectsprojects includingincluding restorationrestoration and and 
museum building (e.g. museum building (e.g. UssherUssher Fort, Accra)Fort, Accra)

�� ArchaeologicalArchaeological sitessites
–– ManyMany; ; somesome developeddeveloped; ; materialsmaterials partlypartly onon
display (e.g. St. display (e.g. St. JagoJago at Elmina, Old Elmina at Elmina, Old Elmina 
Town, Town, UssherUssher Fort)Fort)



Museums, Museums, movablemovable tangibletangible

�� National Museum AccraNational Museum Accra
–– LimitedLimited resources and resources and possibilitiespossibilities toto show show 
mutualmutual culturalcultural heritageheritage

�� Elmina Elmina CastleCastle: : historyhistory of of towntown

�� ElminaElmina--JavaJava Museum at ElminaMuseum at Elmina
–– Private Private initiativeinitiative

–– EmphasisEmphasis onon GhanaianGhanaian--DutchDutch relations (relations (AfricanAfrican
soldierssoldiers in in IndonesiaIndonesia; ; EuroEuro--AfricanAfrican families of families of 
Dutch Dutch descentdescent))

�� ChallengesChallenges forfor newnew types of types of exhibitionsexhibitions: : 
materialsmaterials?, topics? ?, topics? UssherUssher fort as fort as firstfirst
efforteffort at at newnew approachapproach..



IntangibleIntangible heritageheritage

�� Elmina festivals of Elmina festivals of BronyibimaBronyibima and and 
BakatueBakatue..
–– BronyibimaBronyibima = Dutch = Dutch ChristmasChristmas, , goesgoes back back toto
Dutch Dutch presencepresence

–– BakatueBakatue celebratescelebrates Elmina Elmina fishingfishing culture and culture and 
identityidentity of the Elmina stateof the Elmina state

�� Families Families withwith Dutch Dutch surnamessurnames
–– E.g. Van der E.g. Van der PuijePuije; ; ZwennesZwennes; Bartels; Plange; ; Bartels; Plange; 
Van Van HienHien; Van Dijk; De Heer; Van Dijk; De Heer

�� PossiblyPossibly: : remnantsremnants of Dutch of Dutch languagelanguage

�� TraditionTradition of of AtlanticAtlantic slaveslave--tradetrade



Research and Research and UniversitiesUniversities

�� Research Research onon complete complete EuropeanEuropean presencepresence
necessarynecessary
–– Dutch, Danes, Dutch, Danes, PortuguesePortuguese, , GermanGerman, , EnglishEnglish

�� EuroEuro--AfricanAfrican familyfamily historyhistory
–– Impact Impact onon GhanaianGhanaian cultureculture

�� HistoryHistory of of fortsforts and castlesand castles
–– DocumentationDocumentation

–– AnalysisAnalysis

�� Town histories of Town histories of townstowns wherewhere Dutch Dutch werewere
presentpresent

�� CulturalCultural heritageheritage, , identityidentity and and developmentdevelopment
–– TourismTourism aspectsaspects

–– RoleRole of of mutualmutual monumentsmonuments and and heritageheritage in societyin society



EconomicEconomic developmentdevelopment

�� TourismTourism as as foreignforeign currencycurrency earnerearner

��RoleRole of of MinistryMinistry of of TourismTourism

�� Joseph Project as Joseph Project as exampleexample

��OtherOther possibilitiespossibilities??


